Deanery Day 3rd February 2007
Finance and Premises Workshop
(Attended by Andrea W., Gerald C. and Donald A. from St Ann's plus 11 members
of other Deanery Parishes.)
A most informative and enjoyable session led by Mr Ed Whittaker - the Hallam
Diocese Director of Finance and Company Secretary, who explained the role of
the Parish Finance Committees and their dual responsibility to Canon Law and
Civil Law.
Some aspects covered included;
•    The setting up and maintaining of Finances and Premises committees
•    The role of the Parish Priest in maintaining a financially sound Parish
•    The records required to be kept by the committee
•    Assessment - dues paid by the Parish to the Diocese each year and how this can be reduced
•    Banking and money handling arrangements
•    How different projects in the Parish and Deanery are managed
•    Bulk purchasing - and the possibility of effective cost savings
•    (Sift Aid
•    Need to check your information from the Diocese (e.g. St Ann's £500k)
For many reasons, different Parishes were running their finances in different ways and it was agreed that, following this workshop, we could work together more closely, sharing good practice and supporting one another. To help us with this, a new Finance Manual is being produced by Mr Whittaker and should be available soon. Ed is willing to support us fully with further workshops on 'Building Maintenance1 and the production of a simple spreadsheet for all Parishes to use to produce their accounts. He will ensure that Mr Tom Sarrud (Diocesan Building Inspector) will be available at the next workshop, to be held before the end of April.
