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Parish Forum Minutes

30th June 2014 – St. Mary’s, Penistone
	Attendees:
	
	

	Fr Stan Maciuszek
	Maureen Aldous (Chair)
	Trish Townley

	Ray Aldous
	Kath Wade
	Ann Whitfield

	Kaye Ward
	Nora Carr
	Doug Carr

	Ann Roberts
	Barbara Horsman
	John Wood

	Christine Wood
	Tim Garnett
	Teresa O’Brien

	Andrea Whitehead
	Marie Wilson
	Laura Twomey

	
	
	

	Apologies:
	
	

	Deacon John Wright
	Marianne Wilkinson
	Peter Twomey

	Pat Deakin
	Pat Punt
	


Father Stan opened the meeting with a prayer for those currently in Loudres
1. Update of Action Points from the Previous Parish Forum (13th March 2014)
	Action
	Update

	13.03-1
	Doug Carr to look into how we can encourage visitors to the Parishes to use Gift Aid
	Completed

	13.03-2
	Doug Carr is to raise the issue with Brendan Lally and anyone who wants to book the Church for whatever reason must use the planner at the back of Church
	Completed – new booking planner is displayed at the back of Church


Correction to the Parish Forum minutes dated 13th March 2014 – the Gift Aid action point should have recorded that Doug Carr was to have been invited to the Parish Finance Committee to discuss increasing the revenue from Gift Aid.
Doug did go to the Parish Finance Committee on 23rd June but at the time of this meeting Doug was unable to provide feedback on the outcome of the Finance Committee’s discussions.  No-one from the Finance Committee was available to comment.

The booking issue at St. Mary’s has been resolved, with people using the calendar.  It was noted that there will be a Choir/band evening on 28th October, Brendan will have more details.
1. Readers/Eucharistic Ministers at St. Mary’s
There will be some training in October and new volunteers will be asked to come forward.
2. Celebrating St. Mary’s 50th Anniversary
Kaye Ward suggested that we needed to get the momentum going behind organising events to celebrate St. Mary’s 50th Anniversary.
It was agreed to ask people to a meeting on Tuesday 15th July at 7:30pm at St. Mary’s to agree the way forward.

30.06-01 Laura to place an announcement in the Parish Newsletter.

We need to check when the new Bishop is available to come and celebrate Mass.
3. Parish Feast Days
It was agreed to do celebrate our Parish Feast days on Sunday 13th July at St. Ann’s and Sunday 7th September at St. Mary’s.
4. Any other Business
Trish Townley asked whether or not there should be a register of key holders at St. Mary’s.  It was agreed that there should be, and those that no longer need them should return them.
30.06-02 An announcement will be made at Mass at St. Mary’s.

Concerns were raised about the cupboard at St. Mary’s as it is need of tidying and cleaning.  It was suggested that maybe the switches in the cupboard could be moved, and Michael O’Brien will be asked to investigate.

30.06-03 Michael O’Brien to investigate whether the switches could be moved from the cupboard at St. Mary’s.

Concerns were raised about ensuring the availability of the car park at St. Mary’s on Sunday 6th July due to the influx of people due to the Tour de France.  It was agreed that Father Stan will not attempt to make it to St. Mary’s on the Sunday and that a sign will be displayed across the car park attached to the green bins.
Andrea Whitehead asked why the Parish Forum had requested a member of the Parish Finance Committee attend the Forum meetings.  Forum members commented that they felt that they were in the dark when it came to the Parish Finances and wondered whether a quarterly statement of finances could not be made.

Andrea updated the Forum that the Finance Committee is in need of new members, and that personally she was unable to commit to attending the meetings.

Members of the Parish Forum were looking to the representative of the Finance Committee to consider the requests for spending made at the Forum and maybe give a ‘hole in the wall’ view of the finances.

Ann Whitfield asked whether the Parish had a budget and could this not be made available.  Andrea responded in the negative.  If we want more information then we would need to consider employing someone to do it.

The role of the Parish Finance Committee is to meet and consider requests for spending and ensure that the money is being spent wisely.  They don’t make decisions.

It was requested that a statement be made by the Parish Finance Committee be given to the Parish Forum?  It was agreed this would be considered by the Finance Committee at their next meeting.

30.06-04 The Parish Finance Committee to consider whether a statement of accounts can be made at each Parish Forum meeting.

It was agreed Father Stan should decide on the members on the committee and the information supplied to Parish Forum meetings.
5. Dates of Next Meetings
	Core Group


	Parish Forum

	Monday 13th October
	Monday 20th October at St. Ann’s


Summary of Action Points
	Action 

	30.06-01
	Laura to place an announcement in the Parish Newsletter regarding the meeting to discuss the celebration of St. Mary’s 50th Anniversary

	30.06-02
	An announcement to be made at Mass at St. Mary’s regarding the return of keys and the establishment of a key register

	30.06-03
	Michael O’Brien to investigate whether the switches could be moved from the cupboard at St. Mary’s

	30.06-04
	The Parish Finance Committee to consider whether a statement of accounts can be made at each Parish Forum at their next meeting


Father Stan closed the meeting with prayer and blessing.
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