MEETING OF THE PARISH FORUM ON 24 MARCH 2011 

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Present:
Father Stan, Nicola and Paul Moorhead, Doug and Nora Carr, 



John Wright, Pat Punt, Rene Colombo, Kath Hoyle, Mick Ward,



Ray and Maureen Aldous, Laura Twomey, Brendan and Phyl Lally, 



Brian Tonner, Joan Barry, Pat Kitching, Marie Wilson, 



Marianne Down, Felicity Fletcher, Ann Roberts, Kath Wade,



 John and Chris Wood, Ann Hall, Ann Whitfield, Teresa O’Brien.



Minutes: Geraldine Bebb.

Core Group: election of Member representing St Ann’s.

Due to a vacancy, Mrs Maureen Aldous made application to join the Core Group.  The forum agreed unanimously.  Mrs Aldous will now join the Core Group representing St Ann’s Church.

Forthcoming Social Events in the Parish.

· Quiz in support of Christian Aid, hosted by Doug and Nora Carr. This will be held at St Mary’s on Thursday 28 April (7pm for a 7.30 start).  To celebrate the Royal Wedding, please everyone wear red, white and blue!  Bring your own refreshments.  A request is made for raffle prizes – please help if you can.

· Marianne Down and Tammy Neal will be accompanying some young parishioners to Lesotho.  It is hoped that each person will raise £1000 to take with them, so there will be lots of fundraising events planned in the near future.

· Churches Together is planning a Ceilidh with a live band.  Please may they use St Mary’s – sometime in June.  Further details to follow.

· Coffee Mornings.  The Bereavement Group is organising regular coffee mornings for anyone who is bereaved or just lonely.  These will be held on Wednesday mornings once per month, beginning on 11 May.             A suggestion was made to alternate the venue with St Mary’s.

· The annual Pentecost Walk to Langsett Reservoir will take place on Saturday 11 June, led by John Wright.  A flier will be sent out shortly.

· Retirement of Mrs Barry.  The school will link with the parish to celebrate the day, including Mass.  It is hoped to invite past pupils whom Mrs Barry has taught.  Geraldine will compile a list from the school register and organise invitations.

· Wedding Anniversary Mass each month – alternate between St Ann’s and St Mary’s.  Celebrating couples will be mentioned at the bidding prayers.  Dates to be posted on the weekly bulletin.

· The Feast of St Ann is on 26 July and the Feast of St Mary is on                11 September.

· Annointing of the Sick: Saturday 24 September.

Holy Week.Felicity Fletcher has asked for some volunteer readers for the Passion – each night through Holy Week at 7.30pm.  
Parish Census.

The parish census will be compiled shortly.  Parishioners are asked for names and addresses and, if paying the offertory by direct debit, your personal DD number.  This is an opportunity to seek out ‘missing’ members of the parish and glean information for the benefit of the parish on volunteers, groups and activities.  The Core Group will co-ordinate the information.  Parishioners will be asked, for the first time, to give their email addresses.

Justice and Peace: Ann Whitfield.

Five points were discussed at a recent meeting held at Rotherham:

1) Renewal of the Covenant with the Poor.

2) Bishop John has asked all parishes to sell only fair trade tea and coffee at functions.

3) A representative from the asylum seekers’ support group would like to visit the parish to talk about their work.

4) Philip Jakob gave a talk about nuclear disarmament.

5) Angela Powell (CAFOD), on connecting parishes with people who need help.

Finance Committee (Mick Ward).

Father Harney’s car has now been sold to a member of the parish.

Letter from Angela Smith MP.

Marianne had previously written to Angela Smith MP, protesting that the new baccalaureate  in schools did not include the teaching of RE.  Marianne read out Angela Smith’s reply which was extremely unsupportive in context and negative toward RE teaching.

Any Other Business.

· John Wright conducted a survey on people exiting Mass last Sunday. He ascertained that 65% were female, with 56% coming from Deepcar


The full findings will be published by John at his earliest opportunity.

· Chris Wood: Changes to the Missal.  These are now available to view on the internet.  Options will be explored and new hymns will be given serious consideration.  

· John Wright has passed the first stage of becoming a deacon and is now a Reader.  Celebrate with him at Mass on Monday 16 May,            St Paul’s at Cantley.

Dates of next meeting: Core Group 9 June and Forum 16 June (at St Ann’s).

Note: these dates are not yet confirmed as they differ from those previously given as 12 July and 21 July.







