Meeting of the Parish Forum

Thursday 18 June at 7.30pm, St Ann’s Church Hall

Present:
Father Harney, Marianne Down, Doug Carr, Marie Wilson, 



W Ryan, M Gay, M Hutton, M Duggan, Felicity Fletcher,

 

Dorothy Savage, Phyl Lally, John Wright, Brendan Lally, Lisa


 Markham, Maureen Aldous, Ray Aldous, Margaret Flaherty,


 Ann Whitfield, Theresa O’Brien, Mary Barry, Peter Neal, 


Tammy Neal, Mick Ward, Don Aitken, Chris Wood, John 


Wood.       Minutes: Geraldine Bebb

Apologies:
Ann Hall, Joan Barry, Ann Donnelly, Maureen Dunlop, 



Ann Roberts, Kath Wade.

The meeting opened with a prayer, led by Father Harney.

The Minutes of the previous meeting are available on the parish website.

CRB (Criminal Records Bureau).

Lisa Markham (Diocesan Advisor: Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection) was welcomed to the meeting.  She explained her role and why there was a need to ensure that all Eucharistic Ministers complete a CRB application (police check).  Lisa expressed her gratitude to Felicity Fletcher who is the parish co-ordinator for CRB checks.  A CRB certificate lasts three years but the diocese will advise when individuals need to renew.  

Lisa drew attention to a new safeguarding scheme about to be set up: ‘Independent Safeguarding Authority Vetting and Barring Scheme’.  

School/Parish Gala on Saturday 11 July.

Thanks were expressed to Mrs Barry for all her help in preparing the school. 

The day will begin with Mass at 10am, led by the children who recently made their First Communion.  Father Harney will ask Ashley Jackson to open the gala.  SAFFA (the school fundraising committee) is giving a lot of help with the outside activities and the school children will give a performance of Dick Whittington.  Entertainment will include stalls, tug o’ war, football tournament, strongman display.  The day will end at 3pm.  

There are some gazebos stored at church – these can be put to use. If rain  is forecast, a decision will be made on Friday 10th to use the church hall.  Volunteers, please add your name to a list in the church porch.  

NB. If a bouncy castle is used, the owner must provide a copy of his own insurance policy.

Ann Whitfield will use the school’s portable electronic whiteboard to make a photograph display.

Mass on 15 August at 7.30pm.

· Invitations will go to  Bishop John, the Presentation Sisters associated with St Ann’s, the Dean, the Mayor of Stocksbridge and local clergy, Ashley Jackson.   Marianne is compiling the invitations, with a RSVP date of 19 July. The invitation will also include a request for anyone needing disabled facilities. 

· John Wright asked that an invitation be sent to Reverend David Hopkin of Penistone, who has helped in compiling the booklet. 
· A Mass booklet will be compiled (hymns and readings).  Nicola offered to photocopy 200 copies.  

· Paul Cotterill will be asked to prepare some TV screens on the lawn for those outside the church (and possibly a big screen in the hall).

· The Brass Band will be offered refreshments after their march from Deepcar station, commencing at 5.30pm.  Peter Neal has offered to do a shuttle bus as needed.   Marie, from St Ann’s Club, will be asked to help.  Again, a contingency plan needs to be prepared in case of wet weather.

· It was agreed to have a team of ‘traffic wardens’ – perhaps the local community policemen?  Also, we need qualified first-aiders on site.

· St Mary’s church members will provide a banner for the march.

· Drinks will be available in the hall after Mass.  Parishioners will be asked to bring along cakes and biscuits for refreshments.  Brendan Lally queried the refreshments – he said that the Social Group had originally agreed to provide cheese and wine after the Mass.  It was agreed that, to avoid confusion in future, the Minutes of each sub-committee meeting should be directed to the Core Group.

· Anniversary Booklets will be on sale and a photo display on the walls.

· Nicola Moorhead will produce Mass booklets.

· Note: This Mass will replace the following day’s Sunday evening Mass.

Parish Retreat in September.

Mrs Barry met with Father O’Leary and he has agreed to hold the retreat in school on Sunday 27 September.  The theme for the day will be ‘Journey’.  

Parishioners will be asked to bring along their own personal mementoes.  

There will be a crèche and a bring-and-share lunch.

More details will be put on the bulletin nearer the time.

Mrs Barry will meet with Nuala Nelis (Headteacher at Our Lady’s Church at Bentley) who has had a similar Retreat.

Any Other Busines:

Pilgrimage to Padley.

Thanks were expressed to Doug Carr for organising a lovely day out at Padley.

Deanery Meetings.

Don Aitken said there was a lack of interest in the deanery meetings – very few parishioners now attend.  This will be discussed further.

Buildings and Maintenance.

Brendan Lally provided copies of the Minutes of the Premises Committee    (17 June).  He drew attention to:

St Ann’s Church Hall: requires a disabled toilet, alterations to doors, hot water in the ladies’ toilet.

St Mary’s: replacement boiler in the kitchen.  Three quotes will be obtained.  An anonymous donation of £1000 has been given to the church and Penistone Round Table has donated £150.

Forthcoming Diary Dates (Father Harney).

· Monday 5 October.  View the relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux at Kirk Edge from 12 noon to 3pm.  Huge interest is expected.

· Thursday 2 July. ‘Vetting and Barring’ at the Pastoral Centre.  Would the Core Group like to represent the parish?

· A meeting with Mary Dolan on Sunday 13 September, regarding the Diocesan Assembly.

· There is currently a job vacancy at Notre Dame for a receptionist.  Details on the website.

Commemorative Mug.

The price is prohibitive so the idea has been dropped.

History Group.

John Wright expressed his thanks to the History Group for their tremendous work in compiling the booklet.  He also thanked John Whitfield for liaising with the printers for a good price deal.

Marianne Down expressed appreciation of all the work John Wright and Ann Whitfield have done together throughout the year.

Date of next meeting: Thursday 17 September at St Mary’s Church (7.30pm).
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