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Parish Forum Minutes

17th October 2013 – St. Ann’s, Deepcar
	Attendees:
	
	

	Fr Stan Maciuszek
	Pat Punt
	Maureen Aldous (Chair)

	Kaye Ward
	Laura Twomey
	Ann Roberts

	Pat Deakin
	Ray Aldous
	Ann Whitfield

	Peter O’Brien
	John Wood
	Chris Wood

	
	
	

	Apologies:
	
	

	Deacon John Wright
	Ann Whitfield
	Marianne Wilkinson

	Kath Wade
	Tim Garnett
	


Father Stan opened the meeting with a prayer
1. Update of Action Points from the Previous Parish Forum (18th July 2013)
	Action
	Update

	18.07-1
	Laura to amend the Core Group Constitution documentation to reflect the change to the length of service criteria
	Completed Updated version of constitution circulated 22.07.13

	18.07-2
	Maureen Aldous to write to the Finance Committee and request that a member attends all future Parish Forum meetings
	Completed Maureen did speak to a member of the committee.  Unfortunately they were unable to attend.

	18.07-3
	Maureen Aldous to ask parishioners through the newsletter to provide her with details of known Parish events for the coming academic year (September 2013 – July 2014). She will then produce credit card sized cards with key dates
	Completed An announcement has been placed in the week’s bulletin to support the production of the cards.

	18.07-4
	Deacon John is to arrange for a plaque of thanks to benefactors to be made for St. Ann’s, preferably made from Sheffield steel
	In progress John has sourced a quote and the item is on the agenda

	18.07-5
	Deacon John to confirm the official position, with regard to Barnsley Council’s Strategy Housing Plan, and update the Parish Forum and Diocesan Property lead
	On agenda

	18.07-6
	Deacon John to approach Penistone Engineering Suppliers to ask if we can fix a signpost to their property
	Completed Deacon John spoke to the company but unfortunately they have said no.


The Parish Forum were disappointed that no-one from the Parish Finance Committee were in attendance at the meeting and asked Maureen, in her role as Chair, to write to the Finance Committee to request that a member is made available to attend each meeting.
17.10-1 – Maureen Aldous to write to Andrea Whitehead, Chair of the Finance Committee, to request that one member of the Committee is available to attend Parish Forum meetings to ensure that comment on the Parish finances can be made, if required.

Ann Roberts raised the need for the water heater in the Sacristy at St. Ann’s to be fixed.  Father Stan agreed to resolve this.
2. Plaque of thanks to Benefactors of St. Ann’s
Deacon John has obtained a quote for a plaque with the following engraving: Give thanks and blessings to the benefactors of St. Ann’s Church in a variety of formats.

Format


Quoted Price
Stainless Steel

£105

Aluminium


£65.99

Plastic



£45.99

At the Parish Forum held on 18th July 2013 suggested that the engraving should be on Stainless Steel.  The Core Group recommended to the meeting that we vote to purchase the engraving on Stainless Steel. 

Decision: The Parish Forum voted in favour of purchasing the engraving on Stainless Steel.

17.10-2 – Maureen Aldous is to write to the Parish Finance Committee and ask them to provide John with the funds to purchase the pack for St. Ann’s.
3. Barnsley Council’s Housing Plan
Deacon John has reviewed Barnsley Council’s housing Plan – Housing Allocation (Policy H1) Land Allocated for New Housing, which is available online and in Penistone Library.  The land owned by the Diocese has been earmarked for possible future development, although this does not mean it will be built on.

The Parish Forum agreed to write to the Diocesan Property Manager to draw attention to the plans.

17.10-3 – Maureen Aldous, in her role as Chair, to write to the Diocesan Property Manager to make them aware of Barnsley Council’s Housing Plans.

4. Kneelers at St. Mary’s
The Core Group had been approached by parishioners at St. Mary’s who are finding the noise of kneelers being pulled out during Mass disturbing.  The Core Group recommended to the Parish Forum that the kneelers are left down before Mass to minimise the disruption.

Decision: The Parish Forum agreed with Core Group’s recommendation and an announcement will be placed in the newsletter.

17.10-4 – Laura Twomey to arrange for an announcement to be placed in the Parish Newsletter.
The issue of hymn books was also raised as to why these cannot be left out at St. Mary’s as they are at St. Ann’s?  It was agreed that the hymn books would be left at seats.

5. Microphones for Father Stan and Deacon John
The Core Group had been approached by parishioners at St. Mary’s who are struggling to hear Father Stan and Deacon John when they move away from the altar’s microphone.  It was proposed that Parish look into purchasing some new headset microphones for both churches, as the speaker system at St. Ann’s is also difficult.

The Parish Forum agreed that the purchase of microphones should be investigated, as this Father Stan’s priority for resolution before Christmas.

17.10-5 – Peter O’Brien to speak to the WI about the microphone system they use at their meetings for speakers.

17.10-6 – Michael O’Brien to look into the prices of headset microphones and report back to the Parish Forum.
6. St. Ann’s Primary School Update
Pat Punt reported that the School had a recent RE inspection by OfSTED, Pat will update the Parish on the findings once the report is available.  The School is continuing to explore the possibility of Academy Status, and there is an on-going need for volunteers to listen to children reading.  However, people need to be aware that they will need to have a CRB check, which is paid for by School, and undergo some training before they are able to begin.

17.10-7 – Laura Twomey to ask Geraldine to put a notice in the Parish Newsletter.

Chris Wood asked whether the school were still looking for volunteers to support numeracy lessons in school?  Pat said that the new Numeracy Co-ordinator is still putting in plans in place, but volunteers would be required in due course.

Ann Roberts asked what Academy status would mean for the school? Pat responded that she would ask Sarah Eady, Headteacher, to provide an update to the Parish.

17.10-8 – Sarah Eady to provide an update to the Parish on what Academy status would mean for St. Ann’s Primary School.
7. Churches Together in Penistone
Pat advertised a Ceilidh that will be held at St. Mary’s on Saturday 16th November at 7:30pm.  Tickets will be £3 or £8 for a family.  The Parish Forum agreed to donate the use of the Church for the evening.

8. CAFOD update
Ann Whitfield updated the Parish Forum that the Connect2 arrangements with Rwanda have come to an end as the community no longer needs CAFOD’s support.  The North Deanery Justice and Peace Group have decided to transfer our Connect2 links to El Salvador.  The plan is to encourage the children of the Parish to link with communities there.

9. Food Banks
Both Churches are supporting Food Banks in their area.  The challenge will be sustaining contributions for as long as they are needed.  It was suggested that during November each Parishioner should be encouraged to bring one item with them and place it in the collection boxes located in each Church.  The Parish Forum supported this suggestion and agreed an announcement should be placed in the Parish Newsletter.

Kaye Ward also updated the Forum on her volunteering at the Drop In Centre in Barnsley.  There is a box for food and children’s clothing at St. Mary’s.

17.10-9 – Laura Twomey to ensure an announcement is placed in the Parish Newsletter re: Food Banks collections, including a request for children’s clothing.

10. Budget for Children’s Liturgy
Parishioners at St. Ann’s have asked whether the materials used for Children’s Liturgy are purchased by the Parish.  Father Stan agreed that in future the Children’s Liturgy leaders at both Churches should provide him with a list of expenses which he will reimburse on a quarterly basis.

11. Announcements in the Parish Newsletter
Parishioners at St. Ann’s have asked whether more can be made of special occasions, such as Baptisms and Marriages, on the Parish Newsletter.  Father Stan reported that he plans to do a reflection at the end of the month on events.

12. Martha’s Fund
In a Pastoral Newsletter at the end of September, Bishop John asked the Diocese to raise £250,000 to support the purchase of land in Bethlehem for a Drop In Centre.  Deacon John had proposed to the Core Group that the Parish commit to raising a percentage of the total.  A decision has already been made to donate the proceeds of the Autumn Fair to the Fund.  Other fundraising ideas would be welcomed from Parishioners.  

13. Core Group Membership
There is still an outstanding vacancy for a Core Group Member from St. Ann’s, and Laura Twomey has come to the end of her term on the Group. It was agreed that nominations will be sought.

17.10-10 – Laura Twomey to put an announcement in the Parish Newsletter asking volunteers to come forward.

14. Dates of Meetings in 2014
The dates of meetings in 2014 have been agreed as follows:

	Core Group


	Parish Forum

	Thursday 20th February


	Thursday 6th March at St. Mary’s

	Thursday 19th June


	Thursday 10th July at St. Ann’s

	Thursday 9th October
	Thursday 23rd October at St. Mary’s


15. Any other business
· Leaking window at St. Mary’s – The Diocesan Property Manager has been onto the roof at St. Mary’s and is sending an expert to review it.  The Finance Committee are aware of the potential expenditure.

· Redecorating of Sacristy / Hall Kitchen at St. Ann’s – is nearly complete.

· Mass Arrangements for All Saints – there will be no 10:30am Mass at St. Mary’s on Thursday 31st October, instead a Vigil Mass for All Saints will be held in the evening.
· Christmas Services 

	Date

	Service
	Location

	Thursday 19th December – 7:30pm

	Reconciliation
	St. Ann’s

	Tuesday 24th December – 6pm
	Christmas Vigil
	St. Ann’s

	
	
	

	Tuesday 24th December – 9pm
	Christmas Vigil
	St. Mary’s

	
	
	

	Wednesday 25th December – 9:15am

	Christmas Day
	St. Ann’s

	Wednesday 25th December – 10:30am
	Christmas Day
	St. Mary’s

	
	
	

	No Evening Mass on Christmas Day
	
	


Summary of Action Points
	Action 

	17.10-1
	Maureen Aldous to write to Andrea Whitehead, Chair of the Finance Committee, to request that one member of the Committee is available to attend Parish Forum meetings to ensure that comment on the Parish finances can be made, if required

	17.10-2
	Maureen Aldous is to write to the Parish Finance Committee and ask them to provide John with the funds to purchase the pack for St. Ann’s

	17.10-3
	Maureen Aldous, in her role as Chair, to write to the Diocesan Property Manager to make them aware of Barnsley Council’s Housing Plans

	17.10-4
	Laura Twomey to arrange for an announcement to be placed in the Parish Newsletter

	17.10-5
	Peter O’Brien to speak to the WI about the microphone system they use at their meetings for speakers

	17.10-6
	Michael O’Brien to look into the prices of headset microphones and report back to the Parish Forum

	17.10-7
	Laura Twomey to ask Geraldine to put a notice in the Parish Newsletter to recruit reading volunteers for School

	17.10-8
	Sarah Eady to provide an update to the Parish on what Academy status would mean for St. Ann’s Primary School

	17.10-9
	Laura Twomey to ensure an announcement is placed in the Parish Newsletter re: Food Banks collections, including a request for children’s clothing

	17.10.10
	Laura Twomey to put an announcement in the Parish Newsletter asking for Core Group members for St. Ann’s to come forward


Father Stan closed the meeting with prayer and blessing.
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