MEETING OF THE PARISH FORUM

16 September 2010 at St Mary’s Penistone

Present:
Nicola Moorhead, Doug and Nora Carr, Joan Barry, Peter and



 Tammy Neal, Pat Punt, Phyll and Brendan Lally, Pat Townley, 



Laura Twomey, Ann Whitfield, Maria Vallance, Marianne Down,



Dorothy Savage, Paul Moorhead, Teresa and Peter O’Brien, 



Ann Roberts, Marie Wilson, Chris and John Wood, John Wright,



 Pat Kitching, Maxine Rooney, Reni Colombo.



Minutes: Geraldine Bebb.

Apologies:
Mary Barry, Peter Fiddler, Kath Wade.

The meeting opened with a prayer, led by Paul Moorhead.

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes.

It was requested that some paper copies of the Minutes be made available in the church porches for those parishioners who do not have access to the website.  Agreed.

Father Harney’s Medical Treatment.

Marianne Down gave an update on Father Harney’s progress.  He is receiving treatment at Belfast City Hospital.  Father is very poorly but in good spirits.

Bishop John has sent an email to the parish asking anyone in need of advice to please contact him.   

Churches Together: Action on Poverty.

See Minutes of meeting on 24 June 2010.

Pat Punt is the Barnsley Co-Ordinator for Churches Together and will request all the churches to display posters requesting items for the starter packs (basic starter home items eg bedding and towels).  Anyone benefitting from the scheme will have been referred by various local agencies for the homeless.  Pat also intends asking the Bridge shop for donations for the starter packs.  An update will be given at the next Forum.

Finance Committee.

Brendan Lally reported that, at a recent meeting, it had been arranged that Mick Ward would become a cheque signatory during Father Harney’s absence.   The diocese has been very supportive.

Marianne Down checks the presbytery each evening and deals with emails.  Brian Tonner sorts the post each day.  

Note: if anyone has any Mass Intentions, please pass these to Marianne.

Sub-Groups.

1) Justice and Peace Group: Ann Whitfield described an organisation in Sheffield called ASSIST which providing help and shelter for asylum seekers.  Ann asked if the parish would like a speaker to come and explain their work – the show of hands was positive!  

2) Diocesan Meeting for sub groups.  An informal meeting will be held at the Pastoral Centre on Saturday 16 October (9.30 to 12.30) for anyone interested in a general discussion between parishes.  

3) Parish Booklet.  Geraldine has not yet received all information but the booklet is coming along nicely.  It was suggested that the booklet might be unnecessary – however, Father Harney had specifically requested this book of information at the Forum meeting on 24 June.  

4) Many thanks to Brendan Lally and Ann Whitfield who have updated information about parish groups etc. on the website.

Papal Visit 16 to 19 September.

Fourteen parishioners are going to London (including three representatives for the Youth Group) and seven parishioners are visiting Birmingham for the Beatification Mass for Cardinal Newman (Sunday).  

A full report and photographs will be available on the website shortly.

Election of Core Group Member (St Ann’s).

A vacancy has arisen on the Core Group for a member from St Ann’s.  Details will be published in the weekly newsletter and candidates are asked to complete the nomination form in the church porch.

Any Other Business.

Pat Kitching: Father Brebner has asked for volunteers to be ready to lead a Eucharistic Service in the event that he cannot get to St Mary’s for Mass.  John Wright passed out photocopies of a Guide for Eucharistic Ministers.  

Please could Pat Punt have a list of Christmas Services asap for Churches Together.  Father Brebner is preparing this at the moment.

Bishop John’s visit to the parish on 31 October will go ahead as planned.

Teresa O’Brien: A letter of thanks has been received from Christian Aid for a total of £618 from St Mary’s.  Will Tesco allow us to have a collecting tin outside the new store?

The meeting closed with prayers for the Pope and for Father Harney.

