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Parish Forum Minutes

11th October 2012 - St. Ann’s, Deepcar
	Attendees:
	
	

	Fr Stan Maciuszek
	John Wright (Chair)
	Laura Twomey

	Maureen Aldous
	Marie Wilson
	Ann Roberts

	Barbara Horsman
	Chris Wood
	John Wood

	Peter O’Brien
	Russ Swift
	Ann Whitfield

	Mrs Ryan
	M. Gay
	M. N. Walton

	Nora Carr
	Doug Carr
	

	
	
	

	Apologies:
	
	

	Marianne Wilkinson
	Pat Deakin
	Pat Townley

	Pat Punt
	Ray Aldous
	Kath Wade


John opened the meeting with the Prayer for the Year of Faith, which begins today:
Loving Father, you have called us to pass through the door of Faith into the fullness of life and have shown us that Faith bears fruit in hope and love.  Arouse in us a deep desire for these gifts, which the teaching of your Son bestows upon all who encounter him. Help us to understand his teaching: proclaimed by the apostles, alive in the scriptures, active in the Creed, and offered to the world anew through the Second Vatican Council and the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Increase in us the love that casts our fear, that the whole Church may profess her Faith confidently and joyfully. Enable us to hold open the door of Faith, with its promise of salvation, for all humanity. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
1. Election of Core Group Members
There is an outstanding vacancy for a member of the Core Group to represent St. Ann’s, preferably from the evening Mass.  In addition, Pat Townley and Marie Wilson have reached the end of their term of office, as outlined in the Core Group constitution at the end of 2012.  Therefore, there are two vacancies for Core Group members to represent St. Mary’s.
A member of Core Group will give a brief overview of the role at each Mass, and nomination forms will be made available in time for new members to be elected at the Forum meeting scheduled for the 31st January 2013.

John Wright also outlined that following his Ordination on the 4th May 2013, he will become an ex-officio member of the Core Group, as under Canon Law  

Deacons should not be involved in the administration and financial aspects of Parish life.

2. Update on St. Mary’s Roof
The total cost of replacing the roof at St. Mary’s is £18,000.  At a previous meeting the Parish Forum had agreed that half the amount should be raised through fundraising activity.  At the last Finance Committee it was reported that we had raised £4,800 towards the £9,000 target, without Gift Aid being taken into account.
There are other fundraising activities planned:

· Shindig at St. Mary’s on Friday 12th October

· Race Night at St. Ann’s on Friday 19th October – a prompt was given to encourage those we might know who enjoy horse racing to attend.

Action: John Wright to provide Ann Whitfield with a short paragraph to promote the Race Night in Look Local.

A number of other ideas are under consideration:

· A Sponsored Walk from Barmby Hall Farm, Cawthorne to St. James’ Church, Midhopestones, with a tea break at St. John’s in Penistone.  Bishop John is planning to support the walk and will celebrate Mass at St. James’ (John Wright is in the process of seeking permission for the celebration of Mass) and has suggested holding the event on Saturday 16th March 2013.  It is recognised that this is close to the annual Palm Sunday walk in aid of the Lourdes Fund.  It was proposed that it might be possible to move this to Pentecost? 

Action: John Wright to speak to Don Aitken about the timing of the Lourdes Sponsored Walk.

· Concert by the Millhouse Green Choir – possibly September 2013

· Burn’s Night Supper

· Chinese Cookery Demonstration

A question was asked about how quickly the £9,000 needed to be repaid?  That information wasn’t available.
The Parish Forum were shocked to discover that the interest free loan from the Diocese was never taken out, as this was the agreed funding recommendation that had be endorsed at the Forum meetings on 17th May 2012 and 3rd July 2012.    Questions were asked about how the decision to move away from this funding approach had been taken, which couldn’t be answered by those present.

Decision: a verbal and written statement should be sought from the Finance Committee seeking clarification on how the decision was made not to take out the loan from the Diocese.  

Action: John Wright to seek clarity on the decision making process and ask those making the decision to provide a written and verbal statement at Mass, preferably on Sunday 21st October.

Decision: in future a member of the Finance Committee should attend Parish Forum meetings to provide an update on Parish Finances and our accounts should be more visible (John O’Brien is currently working on a Statement of Accounts). 

It was recorded that the Parish Forum disapproved of their decision being ignored in relation to the financing of the roof repairs and that this should not be allowed to happen again.

3. St. Ann’s Hall
Members of the Parish had raised the issue of the tidiness of the Hall with John Wright and sought clarity on who should be making decisions about the use and facilities in the Hall.
The issue had been discussed at Core Group and it had been agreed that the group’s permission didn’t need to be sought by Parishioners before displaying or utilising the space.

It was agreed that a bookcase should be put into the hall to house the CAFOD book sale as this will encourage fundraising with those that use the hall with other groups.  In addition, a noticeboard showing hall bookings should be displayed in the hall foyer.

4. Deanery Youth Worker
A question had been raised about whether the Parish should continue to contribute funding to pay for the work of the Deanery Youth Worker.

Decision: The Parish forum was unanimous in its support for the post and agreed that we should continue to contribute funding.

It was also agreed that Claire Wilson should be invited to join our latest group of Confirmation candidates to determine how we can maintain their engagement and involvement in the Parish following their Confirmation.

Action: Barbara Horsman to discuss with Marianne Wilkinson and the Confirmation preparation team, about involving Claire in the programme.

Decision: The Parish also decided that we need to more actively engage the Youth of the Parish in celebrating Mass, such as asking them to read, become alter servers, help with Fairtrade and refreshments.

5. Year of Faith
The Year of Faith has begun today and Father Stan outlined his ideas for exploring our Faith in the coming 13 months.
Between now and Lent, he will talk about each of the Priests of the Parish and their contribution to our Faith and community, as well as other ‘famous’ Parishioners.

During Lent, he will focus on the Sacraments, followed by the Creed.  Throughout the year, there will be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 9:45am on at Thursday at St. Mary’s and 10:45am on a Saturday at St. Ann’s.

Father Stan asked for other suggestions on how we can highlight the Year of Faith within the Parish, such as holding discussion evenings.
John Wright mentioned an idea from the Cathedral, where individuals are writing and sharing 250 words about their experience of Faith.  He is also considering leading Morning and Evening Prayers.

6. Social Events
Mick has been asking for volunteers to help organise social events when they have been arranged.

It was suggested that Core Group seek volunteers from future Forum meetings when events were being arranged.  It was also suggested that a quick survey should be conducted to determine what social activities Parishioners would like to see organised.

7. Journey in Faith
An expression of interest in our Faith has been produced and will available at both churches to enable those interested in learning about our Faith to be contacted by either Father Stan or John Wright.

8. Winter Fair
The Winter Fair will take place at St. Mary’s on Saturday 10th November, new ideas for stall holders welcomed.

9. Diaconate Mass
The Mass of Candidature for John Wright and his fellow Acolytes will be held at St. Mary’s on Thursday 29th November at 7:30pm.  This is the final stage before their Ordination on Saturday 4th May 2013.

John thanked the Parish for their continual support, and especially for supporting him at Mass at St. Francis of Assisi in May.

10. Children’s Liturgy at St. Mary’s
This has been taken over seamlessly by a group of 6 volunteers who are doing a fantastic job and our thanks were extended too them.  Father Stan noted the brilliant job Maureen Aldous undertakes for the St. Ann’s Children’s Liturgy.
11. Churches Together in Penistone
Pat Punt had sent her apologies to the meeting, but will be providing more details on the activities planned for Advent.

In addition, the plans for Pentecost are evolving, and hopefully will not clash with 10:30am Mass in 2013.

12. Any other Business
a) School Transport from Penistone to St. Ann’s Primary School – Russ Swift highlighted that funding will expire for the existing service at the end of this academic year.  This will leave 9 children from 5 families with no cost effective transport option from next September.  He enquired how the Parish would be able to support them?

Action: Russ to investigate and cost a number of options, as the current cost of £70 a day was felt to be excessive.  He will provide John Wright with this information.

Action: The St. Ann’s Board of Governors will be asked to provide a statement of any action they are taking to ensure the service continues.

Action: John Wright to write to the Diocesan Education Officer to determine what support we can expect from the Diocese.

Decision: The Parish Forum agreed that the families should not be left to resolve this on their own and will be supported by the Parish in whatever practical ways are possible.

An update is to be provided at the next Forum meeting.

b) Churches Together in Stocksbridge and District – are looking for a secretary to support their quarterly meetings.  It was agreed that a notice should be placed in the bulletin.

c) Representation at Parish Forums – it was felt that Core group should ensure that a member of the Finance Committee, the Youth Representative, Headteacher of St. Ann’s and representative from Happy Hands should always be available for Parish Forum meetings.

d) Facebook Page – John Wright noted that the page had been developed and promoted in the bulletin last weekend.  Laura Twomey has established the page, as part of the CAFOD awareness raising strategy.  Some members expressed concern about the use of Facebook, and others supported the development as an excellent way to engage with the Youth of the Parish.  Progress with the page will be monitored.
Future Meeting Dates
Thursday 31st January 2013 – St. Mary’s

Thursday 25th April 2013 – St. Ann’s

Thursday 18th July 2013 – St. Mary’s

Thursday 17th October 2013 – St. Ann’s

Summary of Action Points
	Action
	Update

	11.10-1
	John Wright to provide a short paragraph to advertise Race Night in Look Local to Ann Whitfield
	Cleared 12.10.12

	11.10-2
	John Wright to speak to Don Aitken about the timing of the sponsored walk to support the Lourdes Fund
	

	11.10-3
	John Wright to seek clarity on the decision making associated with financing the work on St. Mary’s roof and ask for a verbal and written statement to be provided to all Parishioners
	In progress – a statement has been requested

	11.10-4
	Barbara Horsman to discuss the involvement of the Deanery Youth Worker in the current Confirmation programme with the preparation team
	

	11.10-5
	Russ Swift to research and cost options for the replacement of the School Transport from Penistone to St. Ann’s Primary School and send information to John Wright
	

	11.10-6
	St. Ann’s Board of Governors to provide an update on the replacement of the School Minibus from Penistone to the next Parish Forum meeting
	

	11.10-7
	John Wright to write to the Diocesan Education Officer to determine what support we can expect from the Diocese with regard to a replacement School Minibus service
	Cleared 12.10.12


Father Stan closed the meeting with prayer and blessing.
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