Sheffield North Deanery Day - Feb 3rd 2007 at St Thomas More’s Parish Centre

Mission Workshop

Led by Fr Shaun and Dorothy Savage

List of those participating (anti clockwise, in order of introduction): 

Fr Shaun Smith (Sacred Heart Hillsborough)

Dorothy Savage (St Ann, Deepcar)

Molly O’Connell (St Patrick, Sheffield Lane Top)

Ann Whitfield (St Ann’s Deepcar)

Columbia Timmins (st Vincent’s Crookes)

Rita & Derek Kaye (Sacred Heart, Hillsborough)

Mary Graham (St Ann’s Deepcar)

Rene Columbo (St Mary’s Penistone)

Rev Ian Smith (St Paul’s Wordsworth Ave)

John Green (St Francis of Assisi, Sandygate)

Ailsa Rodgers (Sacred Heart, Hillsborough)

Anne Fretwell (St Thomas More)

Pat Punt (St Mary’s Penistone)

Introduction

What does Mission in the Church and the World today mean to us ?

· looked at some issues from recent newspaper front pages

· Situation in the Middle East 

· Final Warnings on Climate Change 

Discussion in small groups about what we consider to be Mission.

Issues highlighted :-

· awareness

· recycling

· education

· live simply campaign

· tsunami

· trade justice

· debt and poverty in Sheffield

· violence in the Middle East (including effects on families)

· arms trade

· joining forces with other denominations

· antagonism towards religions

· making politicians accountable

· mass migration of peoples (asylum seekers, refugees from conflicts/natural disasters, migrant workers)

· supporting the Church’s mission to proclaim our faith and spread Christ’s word

Need to take shared responsibility for addressing the challenges presented by the issues listed above.

Three aspects of our mission were considered :-

1. Justice and Peace

· The Word of God  encourages us to love one another and be in solidarity with the poor

· Covenant with the Poor, does each Parish have one ? Three approaches -  sharing resources (fundraising to give to the needy), campaiging (support J&P campaigns and organisations), Prayer (include as part of church liturgy).

Packs include green leaflet with suggestions for a renewed covenant, yellow leaflet containing St Joseph’s and St Martin’s J&P Group newsletter and a copy of the Sacred Heart’s covenant.

· Live Simply Project should be supported, we are encouraged to live simply, sustainably and in solidarity with the poor.

Packs include white leaflet containing Live Simply resource material that can be used this Lent.

2. Churches Together 

Dorothy Savage (St Ann’s Deepcar) gave a report on the Churches Together movement in Stocksbridge and District.

Dorothy has been involved with the movement for 35 years and has seen a huge amount of progress over this time. The movement in Stocksbridge was instigated by Father Callanan who was a key figure in the setting up the of the Stocksbridge Christian Council (which has evolved into the SB&D Churches Together Movement).

There are 10 churches in the group with a committee consisting of 2 representatives from each church who meet quarterly. The clergy also meet regularly.

Joint activities include :-

· Housegroups and Services during Week of Prayer for Unity (Jan)

· Lent Studies, Lent Lunches

· During Holy Week, service and illumination of cross on hillside on Maundy Thursday, Silent witness in the town on Good Friday.

· Whit Walk of witness followed by an Ecumenical Service

· Women’s day of prayer and other joint services during the year

· At Christmas over 300 parcels and packed and delivered to the over 80’s living in the area

· Socials and fundraising

· Stocksbridge Community Shop opened in 2004 with any profits going to community organisations

From January 2006, there were extra sessions held. The aim was “to increase our understanding of what God is calling us to do in the Stocksbridge area and to develop a strategy for the future”. 

Dorothy has also represented the Diocese on Ecumenical Committee which was both enjoyable and a tremendous learning process.

There is also a Mission and Unity Commission in the Diocese chaired by Fr Harney where parishes meet to exchange news and ideas. The next meeting of this group is on 16th May ( time/ venue to be confirmed), all welcome.

There was some general discussion about experiences in other parishes.

Views expressed included the importance of commitment from clergy, of including the parish youth, social events as well as joint services and of opportunities to share ideas.

3. Interfaith Dialogue 

We are encouraged to take advantages of opportunities to find out more about other faiths, such as during the annual Islam Awareness Week when for example, many Mosques are open to visitors.

Also to support other local initiatives such as the following forthcoming events :-

Inter-Communal Dialogue on Tuesday 13th March, 6.30pm at Sheffield University Octagon Centre, S10 2TN, chaired by Bishop of Sheffield with panels of speakers from many leading faiths, pre-booking via Shaun Smith on 2343580

Launch of Sheffield Faiths Forum on Weds 14th March, 5.30pm to 8pm at the Town Hall, Sheffield (launch of an initiative to have a forum of all faiths in the city to work towards breaking down antagonisms towards other faiths). Speakers include Sheffield Lord Mayor, John Battle MP, Bishop of Sheffield.  You need to book on line at www.offer.org.uk/events
4. Working with others

Contact details  for useful organisations and agencies both locally (green leaflet) and nationally  were provided .

Some examples include :-


Pax Christi (international catholic movement for peace) 


Website www.paxchristi.org.uk

Amnesty International (working on behalf of political prisoners)


Website  www.amnesty.org.uk
Christian Ecology Link (UK Christian organisaion for people concerned about the Environment)

Website www.christian-ecology.org.uk
CAP - Church Action on Poverty (national ecumenical social justice charity), which is currently promoting the ‘Strangers into Citizens’ campaign for the regularisation of people without status, who are currently either working illegally on low wages or living with no means of support or accommodation.

Website www.church-poverty.org.uk
CAP Sheffield is organising a meeting to discuss the ‘Strangers into Citizens’ proposals on 26th Feb 2007 from 6.45 to 8.30 at the Sheffield Quaker Meeting House, St James St (near Anglican Cathedral) all welcome.

ASSIST (Asylum Seekers Support Initiative), provides some support to destitute asylum seekers in and around Sheffield (probably about 1,000) and who are not eligible for any state support.

Website www.assistsheffield.org.uk/
Actions

The group were asked to produce a list of three actions and to report these back to the main meeting at the end of the workshop.

These actions are :-

1. COMMUNICATION

· Set up a network to communicate to everyone within the Parishes about Justice and Peace events and initiatives such as those mentioned above. An email distribution list will be set up containing the people within the group who have email. They in turn can communicate the information to their parish  using email, website, weekly bulletin or printed sheets.

2. PROMOTE LIVE SIMPLY INITIATIVE

· Publicise Diocesan Justice and Peace Meeting on 17th March at Blessed Trinity Church Hall, Northfield Lane, Wickersley, Rotherham S66 OHF and encourage as many to attend as possible.

· Encourage everyone in the parish to make  their own personal  livesimply promise, this can either be done online at http://promise.livesimply.org.uk/ or for those without internet access they could be made on paper .

3.  A JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP FOR EVERY PARISH

· This is too big a mission for a small group of people, we need wider involvement at parish level, so we need to ensure there is a Justice and Peace group in every parish in the Deanery, so if there isn’t one at the moment we need to set one up.

4.  ATTEND THE NEXT MEETING AND BRING OTHERS FROM YOUR PARISH

· Another meeting has been arranged for 7.30pm on Monday 12 March at Sacred Heart (479, Langsett Road), try and attend and bring anyone else from the parish who would like to attend.

